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A Mes sage  f rom  FNA Pres id en t  Ro d  W a l ton   fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com or 630-840-2565 
 

 Happy New Year to all our friends!  In this first newsletter of the new year, it's appropriate to reflect on where 
we've been for the last year.  It has been a successful year of growth for FNA, due to the generosity of donors and 
volunteers, as well as hard work "behind the scenes" to improve our organization.  7ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ 
funding help from grants and donations to support the work by our volunteers.  And speaking of volunteers, dur-
ing the year our volunteers have logged over 3000 hours of service on the Fermilab site!  Thanks to everyone for 
this gratifying support.  There is still much to be done, and now is time to look to the future.  Our annual general 
membership meeting will be February 16th, at 7:00 pm, here in Wilson Hall at Fermilab.  This is an opportunity 
for us to get together with other FNA members and friends, celebrate the past and plan for the future.  It is also an 
opportunity to play a larger role in FNA through board membership.  If you might be interested in running for a 
board seat, please send us an email or leave a message at 630-840-4845.  I hope to see you in room One West of 
ÔÈÅ Ȱ(ÉÇÈ-2ÉÓÅȱ ÏÎ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ &ÅÂȢ ρφÔÈȦ 

FNA  News    Jan/Feb 2012 
 

Website:  www.fermilabnaturalareas.org   

Blog:  fermilabnaturalareas.blogspot.com 
 

Contact us at fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com or 630-840-4845 
 

     Fermilab Natural Areas (FNA), is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit  

tax-exempt corporation formed in 2006: 

     * to study and restore Fermilab's unique combination of ecological communities 

     * to inform and enrich local residents' knowledge of Fermilab (FNAL), and 

     * to contribute to the preservation of global biodiversity.     

FNA Ca lendar  o f  Even ts 
 

Jan 5     Fermilab ELM Committee meeting, Wilson Hall, One East, noon. 
 

Jan 9     Weekly Brush Cutters work day, 1 pm to 3 pm. Meet in the Lederman Science Center 

parking lot. (The next brush cuttersô day is Jan 23.) 
 

Jan 16   No Brush Cutters work day today. Lab is closed for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
 

Jan 19   FNA Board of Directors meeting, Wilson Hall, Snake Pit, 7 pm. 
 

Jan 21   Habitat restoration work day. 9 am to noon. Meet in the Lederman Science Center park-

ing lot. Please check http://www.fnal.gov/pub/about/campus/ecology/prairie/

habitat_restoration.html for contact info. 
 

Jan 23   Weekly Brush Cutters work day resumes, 1 pm to 3 pm. Meet in the Lederman Science 

Center parking lot. Continuing every Monday, until further notice. 
 

Feb 2     Fermilab ELM Committee meeting, Wilson Hall, One East, noon. 
 

Feb 16   FNA Annual Meeting, Fermilabôs Wilson Hall, room One West, 7 pm. All are welcome! 
 

Feb 18   Habitat restoration work day. 9 am to noon. Meet in the Lederman Science Center park-

ing lot. Please check http://www.fnal.gov/pub/about/campus/ecology/prairie/

habitat_restoration.html for contact info.  
 

Mar 1    Fermilab ELM Committee meeting, Wilson Hall, One East, noon. 
 

Mar 17  Habitat restoration work day. 9 am to noon. 
  
Please watch your email, FNA Blog, or Facebook  for last-minute changes or additional events. 
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Corona Tools Partners With Fermilab Natural Areas To Help Get Rid of Illinois Invasive Plants 
 

by Shawna Coronado, FNA  Board.  Reprinted from Shawnaôs blog:  http://thecasualgardener.blogspot.com/ 
 

 Fermilab Natural Areas (FNA) is a not-for-profit organization concerned about the 

6,800 acre Fermilab campus in the western suburbs of Chicago, Illinois. The property 

is an astounding natural garden filled with lakes, woodlands, native oak savannah 

prairie, a marsh, and much more. FNA is working to maintain and help preserve the 

natural areas on the campus. 

 In an on-going effort to fight invasive plants, FNA has begun a weekly Fall/Winter 

clean-up program to remove invasive plants, shrubs, and trees while teaching volun-

teers the significance of native plants in the winter landscape. 

 As part of the initiative, pruning and cutting tools were needed. Corona Tools sup-

plied nine saws, six loppers, and three large pruning 

saws for the team, and it was an enormous help. At the first volunteer day, Nov. 7, we re-

moved invasive honeysuckle from the woodland. You could see the plants quite clearly as 

they were the only ones with bright green leaves remaining in the fall. 

Corona Tools has been helping groups all over the country make a difference for our envi-

ronment with the Corona Cares Program. Thanks, Corona Tools, for making a difference for 

the native plant prairie here in Illinois. Good job ï it is appreciated! 

If you would like to volunteer to help Fermilab Natural Areas, the team could REALLY use 

your help and it is easy to join. No prior experience is required to partici-

pate. Volunteers should wear sturdy boots, and dress for the weather. In 

case of bad weather, the team will process & mix native seeds from the 

property indoors, so please come anyway. Check the FNA calendar of 

events on page one. Email Ryan Campbell ryancamp@fnal.gov with any 

questions. 

DuPage Grant to FNA Kick-starts New Restoration Effort   Brad Hooker, Fermilab 
 

Reprinted with permission from Fermilab Today 
 

 Fermilab Natural Areas (FNA) was awarded a $7,500 grant from 

The DuPage Community Foundation on Dec. 7. The grant will go 

toward the ongoing restoration of habitat within the Main Ring, with 

a particular focus on restoring the woodland savanna. FNA hopes to 

remove the weedier trees, shrubs and invasive species that occupy 

nearly two-thirds of the 35-acre savanna. This will help restore the 

area to a diverse savanna ecosystem. Work will begin this winter. 

Though many Fermilab employees and others volunteer with FNA, 

the nonprofit group is fiscally and organizationally separate from the 

laboratory. As FNA field project manager Ryan Campbell explained, 

Fermilab recognizes the value of natural spaces and wants to encour-

age the group. ñFNA is overall pretty excited about the grant,ò he 

said. ñWeôve been trying to get this funded for a while.ò Ryan added, 

ñWe are hoping to find in-kind or matching funds to double or triple 

the effectiveness for the restoration of this beautiful oak savanna. In 

the future, FNA will be looking for volunteers who would like to be-

come stewards of the savanna.ò 

 FNA president Rod Walton emphasized the value of the area as a 

community asset: ñWe want to use this as an opportunity to get vol-

unteers involved and give not only employees but people in the region a sense of ownership of the natural areas.ò 

 The DuPage Community Foundation also gave 30 grants to other local nonprofit organizations within the areas of arts, 

culture, education, environment, health and human services. Established in 1986, The DuPage Community Foundation is 

a publicly-supported 501 (c)(3) organization to which contributions are tax deductible. It was created to benefit the peo-

ple of DuPage County and receives contributions and bequests into a permanent endowment from individuals, corpora-

tions, organizations and foundations wishing to make lasting contributions to the people of DuPage. 

This photo, supplied by The DuPage Community 

Foundation, shows Rod Walton (left) and Ryan 

Campbell (middle) of FNA receiving the grant 

from Frank Hudetz (right), a trustee at The 

DuPage Community Foundation.  
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