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FNA Calendar of Events 
 

Check the calendar at our new, improved web site:  

http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/calendar.html 
 

All workdays are free and open to the public. No experience required. Meet in the Lederman Sci-

ence Education Center parking lot for all events. Please dress for outdoor work & wear sturdy 

shoes or boots. Rain or hazardous weather cancels. Those under 18 years of age must be accom-

panied by an adult or have written permission. Please follow our facebook page or the calendar 

on our newly updated website to see the latest updates for work days. Hereôs an example: 
 

Monday Workdays - help Fermilab ecology staff from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm each week 
 

Third Tuesday Workdays - hosted by the Education Center stewards, noon to 2:00 pm 
 

Third Saturday Workdays - meet Big Woods stewards from 9:00 am to noon 
 

Seasonal activities may include: invasive species control, native seed collecting, seed processing 

& mixing, seed mix spreading and wildlife monitoring.  Our staff and stewards try to have some 

aspect of environmental education involved with each workday, and provide refreshments. 

Other seasonal workdays may be announced via email.  Receive weekly reminders by sending a 

request to fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com. 
 

April 16  "Third Thursday" Clean-up (monthly April - Sept) 11:45 am sharp to 1:30 pm. 

 For Fermilab employees - come out of your office at lunchtime and help keep our site   

beautiful! Meet outside Wilson Hallôs east side; shuttle bus & all cleaning gear provid-

ed, picnic lunch served afterwards. We ask that you please RSVP for lunch! 

 To reserve a lunch, or ask questions, call x3303 or email:  olah "at" fnal.gov. 
 

April 20   Spring Wildflower Hike, noon to 1:00 pm, Prairie Interpretive Trail parking lot. 
 

April 21 Arbor Day planting along Road B, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. (Rain date is April 22). 

 All plants, some tools, help, & picnic lunch provided. See article on page 2, and 

 http://sustainability.fnal.gov/ecology/prairie/arbor.html. Get directions to the site from 

the guards at either the East or West gates. 
 

     Please watch your email, or facebook  for last-minute changes or additional events. 
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     Fermilab Natural Areas (FNA), is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 

tax-exempt corporation formed in 2006. Our mission: To conserve, restore and study 

the natural areas within Fermilab while encouraging employees and neighbors to 

experience and enjoy Fermilab's natural beauty. 

We envision a future: 

* Where our natural areas and ecosystems are rich in biodiversity. 

* Where conservation and restoration are sustainable activities. 

* Where we are a regional leader in natural areas research.  

* Where Fermilab's open spaces contribute to a high quality of life for the community. 

A Message from FNA Past President Rod Walton      fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com 
 

  'ÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȦ  )  ×ÁÎÔȟ ПÉÒÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȟ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ &.!Ȧ  4ÈÅ ÎÅ× "ÏÁÒÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÁÃÅ 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÁÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ &.! ÇÒÏ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÔ 
&ÅÒÍÉÌÁÂ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÆÒÅÓÈ ÆÁÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÍȦ 
#ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ *ÏÅ 0ÙÇÏÔÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× &.! 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȢ  ) ÁÍ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÃȤ
ÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ПÉÒÓÔ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÏÆ &.! ÆÏÒ 
ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȢ  /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÌÉËÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÎÏÔ-ÆÏÒ-ÐÒÏПÉÔȟ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÅØÉÓÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÌ 
ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ɉÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÅÁÎ ×Å ×ÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÁÓË ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅȦɊȢ  !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ )ȭÌÌ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇȤ
ÅÒ ÂÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓȟ ) ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ &.!ȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ #ÏÍȤ
ÍÉÔÔÅÅÓȢ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÓÉÎÃÅÒÅÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÃÁÎ 
ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÓ ×Å ÍÏÖÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fermilab-Natural-Areas/207827679253186
http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/calendar.html
http://www.fnal.gov/pub/visiting/map/wilson.html
http://www.fnal.gov/pub/visiting/map/wilson.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fermilab-Natural-Areas/207827679253186
http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/index.html
mailto:fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com
http://www.fnal.gov/pub/visiting/map/wilson.html
http://sustainability.fnal.gov/ecology/prairie/arbor.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fermilab-Natural-Areas/207827679253186
http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/
mailto:fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com
mailto:fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com
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Plant With Us on Arbor Day! 
 

  We will hold our annual Arbor Day planting on Tuesday April 21st from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. Rain date is April 22. 

Celebrate Arbor Day at Fermilab with FNA, by planting native oak trees, hickories, and 

nannyberry shrubs. We will provide a picnic lunch afterwards. Dress appropriately (boots 

are always a good idea), and bring gloves and a shovel if you can. (Our supply is limited). 

Guests coming from outside the Laboratory 

can ask at either gate (West or East) for di-

rections to the Arbor Day location. Employ-

ees familiar with the Fermilab site can use 

the map at http://sustainability.fnal.gov/

ecology/prairie/arbor.html. Weôll be planting 

in the area west of B Road, north of the Inter-

pretive Trail prairie. Parking will be along 

the west shoulder of B Road. See you there! 

Honoring Our Volunteers     Ryan Campbell, FNA 
 

  In mid-February on a cold winter evening, a group of volunteers gathered by the fireplace.  Fermilab Natural Areas held 

our first ever volunteer appreciation dinner, welcoming and thanking many of our dedicated people.  Nearly 50 FNA vol-

unteers came together with guests and the Board of Directors to enjoy a delicious lasagna dinner, homemade cakes, trivia 

and fun at the Fermilab Village Users Center.  We awarded our most long-standing volunteers with a plaque and photo-

graph.  They are: Evalyn Campbell, Barbara Kristen, Robert Mathieu, Thomas Peterson, Marlene Rosecrans, David 

Shemanske, and David Spleha.  Good conversation was abundant throughout the night, and even the Director of Fer-

milab made an appearance.  We always want to thank each of our volunteers as all of the efforts and actions combine to 

help FNA realize our conservation and restoration goals within the natural areas at Fermilab.  We are proud of you, ap-

preciate you and continue to build meaningful relationships working with you side by side.  Thank you to all of the event 

organizers, and to each and every Fermilab Natural Areas volunteer! 

Reviewing the FNA Annual Meeting     Rod Walton, FNA        
 

  The Fermilab Natural Areas Annual Meeting was held on February 26 at the One West Conference Room in Wilson 

Hall on the Fermilab campus. As in other years, the agenda included a look at the accomplishments of the previous year, 

including significant progress in the field, with significant gains in the stewardship program, the management of invasive 

species and other monitoring efforts.  Treasurer Jolie Macier discussed the financial picture from 2014 and the budget 

for the coming year, both of which are positive. Chair of the Communications and Outreach Committee, Tricia Bethke, 

talked about and demonstrated the "new lookò web site (www.fermilabnaturalareas.org) and President Rod Walton re-

viewed progress in establishing a Strategic Plan for FNA, including the formation of a number of committees to focus on 

specific parts of the Plan. Mark Donnelly gave the keynote presentation on dragonflies and damselflies at Fermilab, 

which he has been monitoring for nearly 3 years. Finally, the membership voted on 5 positions on the Board of Direc-

tors. Three new Directors were elected for 2-year terms (Patsy Hirsch, Paula Lambertz, and Tina Smith), and Ryan 

Campbell and Dave Shemanske were re-elected to the Board.  

http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/
http://sustainability.fnal.gov/ecology/prairie/arbor.html
http://sustainability.fnal.gov/ecology/prairie/arbor.html
http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org
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Spring Migration Bird Watching in the Public Areas of Fermilabôs East Side (Part 1)   Dave Spleha, FNA 
 

  We'll be looking spring migration birding at public areas on the east side of Fermilab, in two parts.  This first 

article will cover the ñEastern Lakesò region including Lake Law, A.E. Sea, the Sea of Evanescence and 

DUSAF Pond (which includes Nepese Marsh).  Refer to the map below noting that the green area defines the 

ñPublic Areaò of the Lab.  Please note: if the entrance to Nepese Marsh is cordoned off, DO NOT ENTER. 

This means that the nest platform has shown recent activity and must not be disturbed. Thank you! 
 

  The majority of the yearôs northward breeding migration be-

gins with the waterfowl.  The bulk of the waterfowl and other 

associated water bird movement occurs in March and April. 

You can typically find some diving ducks before this time, as 

soon as the ice is out.  Likewise, some of the dabbling ducks 

may remain in the area into May. 

  A good place to view a variety of these birds, along with an 

occasional rarity, are Fermilabôs eastern lakes.  What makes 

this especially exciting is that these lakes are almost totally 

within public access areas. A quick note on the birdlife: even 

though the majority of the birds will be waterfowl (ducks & 

geese) other water birds will be found in migration including 

grebes, loons, cormorants, coots, gulls & terns.  Later in the 

migration the bulk of the herons, egrets and shorebirds will 

also be found. 

  Lake Law is one of the premier birding locations on Fer-

milabôs site, and generally has the most diverse number of 

waterfowl during migration.  Because it is the deepest of the 

four lakes, it usually supports most of the diver ducks, alt-

hough any type of duck or goose can be found here.  Birding 

Lake Law is quite simple.  To start with you should have some 

optical aid such as a good pair of binoculars and, if possible, a 

spotting scope to provide the additional magnification for identifying the remote sightings.  Access to Lake Law is from 

the ñRed Barnò (Anderson barn) parking lot.  Note: the Red Barn is about 1/2 mile from the East Entrance, on Sauk 

Blvd. south of Batavia Rd.   Proceed past the Blue Bird Watching Area sign at the south end of the parking lot and walk 

along the berm on the east side of Lake Law.  The lake can be scanned for birds anywhere along this berm.  Your loca-

tion on the berm will determine the areas of the lake visible and possibly give you a closer view to some birds.  Do re-

member that your activity may also disturb the birds causing them to move away, or worse: flush, not to return, so be 

respectful of close birds. 

  A.E. Sea can also be scanned from this berm, though it is a 

fairly long distance without a scope.  The south end of A.E. 

Sea provides other viewing locations.  To reach the south end 

of A.E. Sea, continue on the berm to the first path to the left.  

Continue on this section of the path for approximately 120 

yards and take another left and follow this section until it ends 

at the ñSparrow Hedgeò.  Proceed east (left) along the hedge 

through the trees and continue beyond to the berm separating 

A.E. Sea from the Sea of Evanescence.  Refer to the satellite 

view diagram marking the path (at right). On this berm you 

will be able to view the south end of A.E. Sea to the north and 

the Sea of Evanescence to the south.  Both of these bodies of 

water are more shallow than Lake Law so both are typically 

visited by more dabbling ducks than divers.  If there are low 

water conditions, this is a good location to view shorebirds 

later in the spring migration. 

 

  continued on page 4 ... 
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